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	Food & Shelter and Mission Norman help individuals who are houseless and provides them with supplies, food and shelter. The lack of resources are causing the mobile community to expand in Norman. 
	Food & Shelter is a social services organization which offers a variety of resources. It offers two shelters during the day and night time. The day shelter serves  breakfast and lunch every day. Individuals can do laundry, take showers or hangout.  The night time shelter is called A Friend’s House, which is a different location to the day shelter. It opened up this past November. It’s a place where men and women are allowed to stay over night. They are given clothes, fresh linens and anything else they need. It’s a comfortable place for people to stay the night. 
Laci Daniels is the Development Assistant who runs the social media. Daniels’ job is to apply for loan grants, input data and direct administrative work. Since working at Food & Shelter, she has noticed an increase of people coming in this past year. People come from all over because there is a lack of resources in the State of Oklahoma. Oklahoma City and Norman are the only places that provide help and assistance for the houseless. 
“There are a lot of homeless people in Norman, more than people think,” Daniels said. 
The night shelter has a capacity of 40 people. Last week, four women were outside in the cold waiting for a bed to open up. The night supervisor of the shelter, Lanette Mitchell noticed the women and began to cry. She texted her boss explaining the situation and how they were already at capacity. 
	“It’s your shelter Lanette. You are the one who makes that choice,” Mitchell’s boss said. 
	Food & Shelter is not the only shelter in Norman. Mission Norman is a non-profit organization that focuses on hunger and transitional housing. Micheal Butler is the Executive Director for the organization and experienced first handly for eight years. Mission Norman helps feed over 700 families a month. Butler and his team to search for people who are houseless and offer resources, jobs and places to stay. 
	“The issue right now is rental property income. Landlords are raising rent, and some individuals can’t afford, which leaves them houseless,” Butler said. 
Donda Williams is a houseless lady that has been with Food and Shelter for over two years, and knows Daniels and Mitchell. When she first became houseless, she went to the Salvation Army. She eventually made her way to Food & Shelter because a friend worked there at the time. Williams goes to the day and night shelter everyday. If there is no room for her at the night shelter, she will stay at Salvation Army or one of her friend’s houses. 
She was born in Texas but lived in Oklahoma most of her life. She moved to Norman with her parents and two siblings in 2006. Her mother and father are now deceased, but her brother, sister and stepfather are still alive and live in Oklahoma. 
“I struggle to get ahold of my family. They never answer any of my phone calls or try to call me back,” Williams said. 
Williams, like many other houseless people, struggles to retain employment because of the environment she’s grown accustomed to over the past few years. 
“I don’t compute information that same as everyone else because of how many years I’ve been living on the streets,” Williams said.
Donda has applied for disability, but has not received any updates. She is also waiting to be approved for Section 8 housing. She has missed a few of the meetings, but plans to not miss anymore. It’s important for her to get housing because it will be a first step in having a normal life.
“It’s very rewarding to help people,” Butler said. “To watch them turn their life around is remarkable.”
In 2023, Mission Norman will be expanding their house development by adding 24 new homes. It’s also going to be doubling their monthly meals for families to 1,400. Food & Shelter is expanding their organization to the share center. It will be a grocery store with supplies, mental health representatives and case workers. The center will be a place to find everything a person needs which will be convenient. The City of Norman is working on two locations to build affordable housing. The expansion and development of these projects will create more resources for the mobile community.
